
 

 

APPLE POLLINATION GUIDE 
 

 

In order for fruit to develop pollination must occur at the time of flowering.  Pollination is the transfer of pollen 

from the male part of the flower to the female part of the flower.  Some types of fruit trees may be pollinated 

with their own pollen and are considered self-fruitful or self-pollinating. Other types of trees require pollen from 

a different variety of the same type of tree.  The transfer of pollen from one variety to a different variety of the 

same type of tree is called cross-pollination.  All varieties of apple trees require some cross-pollination for fruit 

set. Even though some varieties are listed as self-fruitful, they will set fruit more heavily and more regularly if 

they are cross-pollinated.  Trees should be located within 100’ of each other for best pollination. 
 

Below is a chart that will help you decide which apples will provide you with the best pollination. 
 

To use the chart:  1) Select the variety you are interested in growing from the top.  2) Follow column down, any 

box that is blank means that they are a good pollinator, any box that has an X means that they are not 

compatible. 
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Braeburn X X X X

Callaway X

Cortland X

Crimson Crisp X X X X X X

Crispin (Mutsu) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Dolgo X

Empire X

Enterprise X

Fuji X

Ginger Gold X

Golden Delicious X X

Granny Smith X

Honeycrisp X

Jonamac X X X X

Liberty X X X X

Lodi X X X X

Macoun X

McIntosh X

Northern Spy X X X X X X

Pink Lady X

Red Delicious X

Royal Gala X

Rubens X

Snapp Stayman X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Snowdrift

Spartan X

Winesap X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Zestar X

Variety to be Pollinated 
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X = not a good pollinator 

Source: http://treefruit.wsu.edu/orchard-management/pollination/ 


